
 

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD 
OF THE 

ILLINOIS ATTORNEY REGISTRATION 
AND 

DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 
 
 CHRISTOPHER ROBERT EMERALD, 
    Commission No.  2021PR00085 
  Attorney-Respondent, 
 
   No.  6269706. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE HEARING BOARD 

DEFAULT PROCEEDING 

The hearing in this matter was held by videoconference on June 9, 2022, before a Hearing 

Board Panel consisting of Carl E. Poli, Chair, Cristin Keely McDonald Duffy, and Justine A. 

Witkowski.  Rachel C. Miller appeared on behalf of the Administrator.  Respondent appeared pro 

se.  The Administrator asked that Respondent be suspended for one year and until he makes 

restitution to his client.  We agree with the Administrator’s recommendation.   

We have considered the Administrator’s three-count Complaint, a copy of which is 

attached as Exhibit 1, as well as the Order entered on December 2, 2021, deeming the allegations 

and charges of the Complaint admitted, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 2.1  We also have 

considered Respondent’s testimony during his hearing to the extent it was relevant to our sanction 

recommendation. 

The allegations deemed admitted establish as follows:  Respondent agreed to represent a 

client in a probate matter arising out of the death of the client’s son.  Shortly after being hired, 

Respondent sent his client a text message falsely stating he had filed a petition with the court, 

knowing he had not yet opened a probate estate or filed a petition for letters of administration.  In 
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addition, for months following that text, the client contacted Respondent periodically regarding 

the status of the estate, and he did not tell her that he had not yet opened the estate.  When 

Respondent eventually filed the necessary documents, he signed his client’s name without her 

knowledge or consent.  He also signed his client’s ex-husband’s name to a disclaimer of interest 

form and notarized the false signature.  By this conduct, Respondent violated Rules 1.3, 1.4(a)(3), 

3.3(a)(1), 3.3(a)(3), and 8.4(c). 

In aggravation, we find that Respondent has shown no recognition of the wrongfulness of 

his conduct, and has neither accepted responsibility nor shown remorse for his wrongdoing.  In 

addition, Respondent committed his misconduct during a difficult time for his client, whose son 

had recently died  In mitigation, Respondent has no prior misconduct. 

Based on Respondent’s serious misconduct, combined with the substantial aggravation and 

minimal mitigation involved in the matter, we recommend that Respondent be suspended for one 

year.  We further recommend, per the Administrator’s request, that his suspension continue until 

he makes restitution to his client by refunding the $2,500 retainer his client paid him, less any 

expenses he incurred and any amount he has already repaid to her. 

Accordingly, 

1. On October 14, 2021, a senior investigator with the ARDC sent to Respondent, via 

email as well as first-class U.S. mail to Respondent’s law firm address in Crystal 

Lake, Illinois and residential address in the Dominican Republic, the Complaint and 

other related documents. A copy of the Affidavit of Service Pursuant to Commission 

Rule 214(b) is attached as Exhibit 3.   

2. The allegations and charges of the Complaint were deemed admitted in an Order filed 

on December 2, 2021. A copy of that Order is attached as Exhibit 2.   
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3. In consideration of the Order deeming the allegations and charges of the Complaint 

admitted, this Panel finds Respondent committed the misconduct charged in the 

Complaint.   

4. Given Respondent’s misconduct, the serious aggravating factors present, and the case 

law cited by the Administrator, we recommend that Respondent be suspended for one 

year and until he makes restitution to his client as described above. 

5. The Panel has concluded that this report format will adequately and appropriately 

communicate its recommendation to the Court. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl E. Poli 
Cristin Keely McDonald Duffy 
Justine A. Witkowski 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Michelle M. Thome, Clerk of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission of 
the Supreme Court of Illinois and keeper of the records, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true 
copy of the Report and Recommendation of the Hearing Board, approved by each Panel member, 
entered in the above entitled cause of record filed in my office on July 19, 2022. 

/s/ Michelle M. Thome 
Michelle M. Thome, Clerk of the 

Attorney Registration and Disciplinary 
Commission of the Supreme Court of Illinois 

MAINLIB_#1521860_v1 

1 Respondent did not file an Answer to the Complaint, nor did he file a response to the 
Administrator’s Motion to Deem the Allegations of the Administrator’s Complaint Admitted 
Pursuant to Commission Rule 236. 
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